Capital City/Lake Murray Country Regional Tourism Office

Wins Prestigious Governor’s Cup Award

The South Carolina tourism industry presented several prestigious awards Wednesday, February 18, 2009, the second day of the Annual S.C. Governor's Conference on Tourism & Travel in Hilton Head, SC. 

This year's Governor's Cup Award was presented to the Capital City/Lake Murray Country Regional Tourism Board for hosting the Forrest Wood Cup event in August 2008.  The Forrest Wood Cup is the final fishing event in the FLW Outdoors series and is considered the super bowl of fishing.  The event had a 46 million dollar economic impact on the community and occupied nine venues while in the area, including The Colonial Life Arena. When travel was declining due to high gas prices, this event contributed a 6% increase in hotel rooms for the City in Columbia in August, 2008.

“Our organization is honored to receive this prestigious award.  This event would not have happened without the support of our state and local governments who contributed dollars allowing us to host the event,” said Miriam Atria, President/CEO, Capital City/Lake Murray Country Regional Tourism Board.

The Governor's Cup Award is presented annually by the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism (PRT) to an outstanding organization that has demonstrated a significant tourism-related economic impact on the state and local community and which has markedly improved the quality of life for South Carolinians. This award originates from entries received from industry professionals.

Capital City/Lake Murray Country is one of the state’s eleven tourism regions within The South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT), promoting tourism in Lexington, Newberry, Richland and Saluda Counties. The Visitors Center is located on Highway 6, 2184 North Lake Drive in Columbia. 
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